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The exhibition “Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience,
Return, and Reconstruction” is set in Mukuru kwa Njenga, an
informal settlement (slum) in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya. It
documents the experiences of residents who were forcibly
evicted from their homes, compelled to leave their familiar
land, and later returned to rebuild their homes.

This exhibition is composed of two projects: Materiali-
ty of Lives and Rebuilding Home and Dignity. By juxtaposing
these two projects within the same space, the exhibition
highlights the resilience and spirit of creative reuse demon-
strated by the residents, while also drawing attention to the
challenges faced by Kenya'’s informal settlements, such as
issues of land use, poverty, and administrative inefficiencies.

Moreover, the exhibition is the result of collaboration
among experts from diverse fields, including art, anthropolo-
gy, architecture, and politics. While studies on informal
settlements often center around “support and aid,” focusing
on issues such as sanitation, poverty alleviation, and infra-
structure improvement, this exhibition takes a different
perspective. It aims to explore the multifaceted relationships
between people, housing, and society through the lens of
residents rebuilding their homes. This approach seeks to pro-
vide a perspective that resonates with Japan, where chal-
lenges of disaster recovery and community revitalization are
similarly pressing concerns.

By shedding light on the efforts of people in East
Africa to rebuild their lives after displacement, the exhibition
aspires to offer an opportunity to reconsider global human
rights issues and the pursuit of a sustainable society.

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction
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Overview of the city center from Uhuru (‘Freedom’) Park, named during the
independence period. From the right, stands Times Tower building (38
floors), in the middle is the Parliament building with the clock tower, and to
the left is the Presidential mausoleum. The motorway (Nairobi Expressway)
leading to Jomo Kenyatta International Airport opened in 2022.

(Photo by Kinyua)

Kenya’s Capital, Nairobi, in the Midst of Growth

The African continent is riding on a wave of rapid develop-
ment. Africa, with its population pyramid society - the exact
opposite of Japan’s super-aged society - is teeming with
young people and full of vitality. The world is looking at the
unknown markets and reserves of resources and is trying to
enter all fields of business. Kenya, in particular, has main-
tained a relatively stable political form since independence,
has maintained friendly relations with the West and is
Japan’s largest recipient of ODA in sub-Saharan Africa.
Despite being the capital city, Nairobi is also home to a
national park where large wild animals can be seen and is
known as a tourist destination, attracting more than 1.5
million visitors from all over the world every year.
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Kenya has an area of 582,600 km?, about 1.5 times the size
of Japan. The population is 54.03 million (2022, World Bank).
The so-called ethnic consciousness is based on representative
language systems such as Bantu, Cushitic and Nilotic. There
are nearly 50 political ethnic classifications and nearly 70
languages spoken. The main industry is the agro-industry,
represented by Kenyan tea and coffee.

History of Nairobi

At the end of the 19th century, the British began colonizing
the East African region. The colony of Nairobi was built as an
intermediate point for Uganda Railway from between Mom-
basa, a trading post with the Arabs facing the Indian Ocean,
to the Kingdom of Ganda on the shores of Lake Victoria,
which was “discovered” as the source of the Nile River. In
addition to European settlements, there were also Asian
settlements brought in as labor from India, which was
already part of the British Empire, and a few African settle-
ments. After the independence in 1963, these boundaries
were abolished, and at the same time, many people poured
into the city from all over the country in search of work.
Nairobi, now home to more than 5 million people, reflects the
rich diversity of Kenya’s more than 40 ethnic groups, whose
respective languages, traditions and histories have shaped
Nairobi’s multifaceted identity.

Since the 2000s, the move towards free compulsory
education in sub-Saharan Africa has spurred higher educa-
tion, and search for white-collar jobs has become popular
among the population. This situation has further widened the
economic and educational gap within Kenya and, like other
African societies, Kenya is full of young people who suffer
from a mismatch between schooling experience and employ-
ment opportunities.

In the Shadow of Economic Growth

Urban infrastructure and the formal housing market have
been unable to keep up with the influx of new residents from

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction



ROEETHITBVOIENTETICWDS, TD1oH,
BECEMEZEEX. LILVDOLIBAVTH— 7K
EBEMAEEARE L, T4OEICIZ1002BRBRXT LA
BEL.BTMAODB% DN BETILEVIT—2HHY,
RERLYZDEEAEE->TWBEE BN S (Mugisha
2006) .

A BRIEA 7 TR, BHBE, FMAE-EUN
PHEOBEEC S/ ALSREROERLL  KEETE
BOBKICE>T AR HEE] 0Bk%ELTE,
AT LERY BRI ORIC, BHOHEZ X IHH
AODH¥HULETHZEREICE> T HE2H, BFMN.
ZLTHENEEZ#ESI LN E VL, FMEVPLTEORE
EETELT AT LALLM TRMITONBEADME
HEE ARHRR—XDOREE VLS BERIE HERAL ]
DEMO FICETINTWEIDOTHS, ZDELIEEHN
PODRF—PREREBFAEALDBERLBAICLY
RESNDIENEL BRDEI AV T7+—TILEIE
FEHIECALDEFRREIIZRINAE WL, ALIZES.
(SR EEZABMEATVEW TZTAELTHT
WEW, B0 &S ISk D],

L9727 (Mukuru kwa Njenga) @
EBEHER

KETEBTBLIN 2T -z HEnSthigid, +
AOEBRARDAV TH+—<LEEEMO—2T, Z<DH
BELEN EET 2T OREORMEL WD, LY
NIE. FAMBEDOFTEIFEDORELFEFOR T LT, 1980
FRUBICSFEICIEARL, ER#EFR(ICIEI—Oy /3
APPSR ERZLTW =1 >=p MIZBIZEDN
TWETFZT AL BRI R4ICEHE2 R LADEE
PEE->TW o7, AT LRICITKENBSHM, T
NARNTVWED, INOPBEREBYW LI -IT-vPx
YHILGIW T T =Ry I HLYHDIDDHX
IZHDBNTWD, YTy HARIL—REWSHEZITAR
ICHEL, WINbLIZLAERIN T UL - 7-ZREFHAIC
BELTWALDAZRIABREMAICE>TUL/zEW
Y. RBRDEREBDZIVI=RIELIN -7 - Ty
HICHBL, ZOFTHALDP B WEHICEELBO -
TYTTHD, IVTROERLOBTIE, TV =H
IR LS HRETHRINTEWVS,

1980, AL HLEHANRNTELALIE REDI
Yz _fhodLEEnt-/vE L E (X7 EYEETMillimani)
ICEF->TRELTW:, 2OHhY—FoLtaEHL D
BUORSFr R Y TR DD THNTBE BEICALD
FATLWRRRZRTEE, BICHLTRILWEDRE

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction

rural areas into urban Nairobi in search of economic and
educational opportunities. Migrants and low-income workers
have therefore created informal settlements such as Mukuru.
Data show that there are more than 100 slums in Nairobi,
housing 60% of the urban population. This proportion is
thought to be even higher now (Mugisha 2006).

On the other hand, the state has constantly pursued
‘development’ through investment-driven policies such as
infrastructure expansion, urban renewal, reconstruction of
the Nairobi-Mombasa railway, and the construction of the
Nairobi Expressway. But these efforts have always come at a
high social, economic, and often emotional cost to the poor,
who support urban labor and constitute more than half of the
urban population. Policies such as the sudden forced removal
of residents and the privatization of public spaces in slum
areas, where many people live in tin or mud-walled houses,
are implemented under the banner of ‘modernization’. Many
of these decisions are often made at the behest and conve-
nience of foreign donors, investors, and key government
officials and do not consider the actual living conditions of
the people living in informal settlements as a matter of
course. People say.‘They don’t see us as people, they don’t
see us as Kenyans, they treat us like animals’.

The Historical Context of Mukuru kwa Njenga

Mukuru kwa Njenga, the area the exhibition focuses on, is
one of Nairobi’s largest informal settlements and is emblem-
atic of the urban challenges faced by many developing
countries. Mukuru is the third-largest slum in Nairobi and has
expanded rapidly since the 1980s. During the colonial period,
the land was ranched by Europeans, but after independence,
employed Kenyans continued to stay, gradually distributing
the land and increasing the population density. The railway
and the Ngong River run through Mukuru, and these form the
boundary between the three districts of Mukuru kwa Njenga,
Mukuru kwa Reuben and Lungarunga. Incidentally, the place
names Njenga and Reuben are derived from the names of
people who lived in the area early on in the dawn of the
formation of Mukuru. The village of Milimani, the setting of
this exhibition, is located in Mukuru kwa Njenga, an area
where people began to live from the earliest period. Accord-
ing to the inhabitants of Milimani Village, the village was
formed in the following ways.

In the 1980s, people who flowed from the countryside
to the city gathered and settled on a small hill (Milimani in
Swahili) a short distance from the present village of Milimani.
When Mr. Manu Chandaria, who had purchased the land in
this area from the state, first visited the land, he was
surprised to see people already living there and demanded
that the state repay the amount he had paid. At the same
time, he urged the people who had been residing in the area
of the small hill to move to the current location of Milimani
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Village. This is the origin of the name of Milimani Village. The
people who moved to the area, together with the Njenga who
were already living there, determined the boundaries of the
land where each of them would live, and they also began to
distribute the land to the new influx of residents.

As a result of this process, the village of Milimani,
gradually became overcrowded, but there has been no urban
planning intervention such as housing development by
private organizations or road widening projects by the public,
as is the case in many other villages. From a general urban
planning perspective, the distribution of housing lots and
alleys was carried out separately and “unplanned,” and in
some places people had to move through the village, passing
through spaces that were indistinguishable as alleyways or
sewage ditches of only 50 cm in length.

Sudden Forced Evictions and Resilience
of the People

Mukuru has experienced several forced evictions in the past,
but in November 2021, the entire area of Milimani Village
disappeared in just two days due to illegal and unannounced
forced evictions. Although the exact details are not known,
according to local residents, the forced eviction was carried
out by a group of landowners called ‘cartels’, who are in soli-
darity with Company O, which claims the right to own the
land, with the aim of redeveloping the area. They said that
those who came to the site of the forced eviction included
people in police uniforms and army uniforms, as well as local
residents. Guns were even fired at residents who resisted.
Three years have passed since the forced eviction, and not
many people have returned to the site.

However, even in the face of such adversity, the
residents of Mukuru have shown remarkable resilience. The
efforts of those who have returned to the site to rebuild their
homes from the scratch speak to their determination to
reclaim not only their physical space, but also their dignity
and sense of belonging. The most symbolic building is a
two-story house, part of which is reproduced in this exhibi-
tion. After the forced eviction, the settlement area where
people used to live in close quarters was turned into a large
open field, and the two-story house, made of scrap wood,
rises above the field. The building says, ‘I am here, and | am
back here!” This process of reconstruction makes us think
about how marginalized communities represent the contra-
dictions of modern development.

Family patterns in African societies have also changed
significantly due to the economic pressures of globalization
and changing cultural norms. While traditional extended
family networks remain influential, especially in urban areas,
there is a growing trend toward nuclear families and capital-
istic, individualistic lifestyles. Yet in settlements such as
Mukuru, kinship, mutual support, and group cohesion support

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction
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and constitute many aspects of people’s daily lives. In
Mukuru, multi-generational households - grandparents,
parents, and children - share limited space in response to
the limited environment of urban life, which is not the case in
traditional thinking. In many traditional African societies,
culturally adjacent generations of parents and children do not
live next to each other, sharing a single wall, much less in
the same living space.

Cultural Adaptation to a Limited Environment
and Ecological Creativity

The creativity of the residents to make the best use of limited
space and resources is evident in the layout of the residential
space, which consists of narrow corridors and dense struc-
tures. The houses function in a variety of ways as residences,
small businesses, and community gathering places. The
efficient use of these spaces gives residents a sense of their
ability to create a vibrant and functional community despite
the challenges they face.

The most common building materials used for house
construction in Mukuru are wood and corrugated tin, with
additional materials such as corrugated cardboard and
plastic. All of these materials are chosen because they are
often scrap or reused and are available at affordable prices.
Often seen at first glance as symbols of poverty, these
materials are transformed by the residents into homes that
provide shelter, safety, and a sense of ownership. The
process of building and rebuilding with these materials is not
merely a practical necessity, but also a way of place-making,
in which residents assert their rights to the city through the
physical act of building. The diversity of materials reveals the
witty wisdom, memories, and stories of the economic
constraints people face.

The economy of Mukuru kwa Njenga is made up of a
vibrant informal sector that plays an important role in the
livelihoods of its residents. From food vendors to repair
shops, small-scale merchants line the lanes of the village,
forming a bustling micro-economy. These small businesses
not only provide essential goods and services to the commu-
nity, but also represent an important source of economic
resilience in a Kenyan society where formal employment
opportunities are limited. However, the informal nature of
these businesses makes them particularly susceptible to
forced eviction and urban redevelopment projects. Loss of
physical space means loss of livelihood for many residents,
and it is clear that housing, economic activity, and communi-
ty well-being in informal settlements are interrelated.

Aim of the Exhibition

This exhibition deals with events that occurred in the
aftermath of the forced eviction of Mukuru kwa Njenga that

AEDORSW

ARG BRT7VNBHHEAED. I LEEHLE
SER, R, ZREE. BUANEBEZRR T L5%4.
LN -0 P HICH T BBEIHEORKICEI-
T-ERERS, BLICHDIDIE. T—T4X - HFOE., #
SANEFE - HETEX. BERPE - HFERE. ZLTT
ZTATBREEDXTAVY - F2aT7 . TNTNOE
PIUCKB 74— L FRARICKZIBERE, THIC4EICLDE
R74—IWVFT7—0%RT-BRTHD, thi=bld. 74—
IWETHESTZALDLDEY, E/ADBVWEE/ DD
DEH, ZOEEICHZDIEANDEG, LY YTV X([E
B REEZBREVHIFETRELL LR AT,

EBRiE, TRD22o0#%ELRDZT—2ICL>THERIN
THY, F=T7 BT, MHL. AE, FFitrl g H.
BANDEFAPLPUIVR EWotzs A—NILERE
ICETECABRANEENLTWVS,

[BESLovTUTYTql WS T—<id, dmHlEER
DEEBERICERIN: EBE2BRTIHROETEN
T, DEDVEDRYTIF2H0TH S, MRIOBIRDML
B ZOEAFEN BENFN LA BEISER LA
Mo EEALDPRBUVWHELBICESERLTWRDOD, T
NODOXIEMEEEZE DL ICKELT WS D, KED
SRFHEEHICEY 2L, RETIE, BARZEERM YR
MOFPICEEES T HRA LWHICETERS. BlEME. Z
LTHEICERL-BOENOERZEFRLTWED,
JZDHLONELIHERLIZL,

MELLERmOFE]| Tk EHOMSH - OENAIE
ICEREYE TS, BELWSITAD . PEBNE L& —
U THELIBEERE. 332=T+. BESOEEICLOH
MNBILERIET 5, TOT—<TlE, BRAICEFIRET
FEFVWEZEDNERBED. AWBAICHLOO2HES
Wy b7 —0#BREEL, £5 ZLTAEEZITELT
WK FEEBS, £-—AT. ERDBE-RE-KRRKICH

DESBERDHo=hHEEHLTWS,

ERRTAIFEFERKEE. AV T7r—< I -EIX—
HEZDANLAOZBICHPECT 7V HDOEHICE VLT,
ALPRETVDIDOD, SH. T7VHHRIIEDLS ICE
ELTWKDD, RETHEINIALADLI YTV MR
FEERRK, FA7eR M =D BE BRICEITREK L
Mg & BURF X0 FEHE S i, BEDORE. RIEOEDHARL
RKE. VAL )1-XAEFHEVWHERE ——3F
TELMBEBREBEIE LI LYYV R-FA47 1,
FREERL

embody the complex historical, social, spatial, and political
issues of contemporary African urban society. The project is
based on the experiences of artist Yasushi Noguchi, social
anthropologist Wakana Shiino, architect Saori Imoto, and
Kenyan political scientist Kithinji Kinyua, who conducted field
research in their respective fields of expertise, and on the
results of joint fieldwork by the four of them. We attempted
to express the stories of the people we met in the field, their
feelings toward the objects, the history of the objects, and
their underlying resistance to power and resilience through
the exhibition method.

The exhibition is organized around two core themes
that lead visitors beyond Kenya to insights that resonate with
global issues such as urbanization, human rights, sustainable
development, resistance to power, and resilience.

The theme, “Materiality of Livelihoods,” delves into
the importance of each of the components that make up the
homes used to rebuild them after forced eviction. Together
with the visitors of this exhibition, we would like to explore
how the selection of materials and their use reflect the
cultural values of these materials, how people use them with
their memories, while adapting to the environment and under
economic constraints. More than just a description of
building techniques and materials, this exhibition seeks to
show how materials embody resilience, creativity and the
assertion of rights in the face of adversity, and the power of
the objects themselves to speak.

“Rebuilding Home and Dignity” focuses on the social
and psychological aspects of reconstruction. It will examine
how the act of reconstruction can lead to the recovery of not
only physical shelter, but also a sense of belonging, commu-
nity, and self. The theme follows the residents themselves,
who were suddenly deprived of their homes by forced
eviction, as they rebuild their social networks, their liveli-
hoods, and their lives, resisting external forces. The theme
also focuses on the past, present, and future of the residents
and how their homes and their lives have changed before
and after the forced eviction.

What is happening in African cities, which are becom-
ing increasingly polarized between the rapidly growing
emerging middle class and those living in the informal
sector? And how will African society evolve? The resilient
spirit, practices, and life histories of the people depicted in
this exhibition will remind us of various issues in Japan, such
as the disaster-stricken areas, the government, unaffected
areas, the challenges of regeneration, large houses where
families do not gather, and a society where recycling and
reuse are not promoted. “Resilient Life” is a term that is used
to describe the process of resiliency in Japan. The “resilient
life” continues.

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction
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Samuel Kimeu Nzulua and Emma Nduko

Samuel Kimeu Nzulua was born in January 1953 in Makueni
County, the Kamba community of Eastern Kenya, as the
eldest of ten siblings. Orphaned at a young age, he grew up
with a strong sense of responsibility, which shaped his
resilience and determination.

Despite significant financial challenges, Samuel
pursued his education up to Form Two, demonstrating a keen
intellect and a desire to rise above adversity. At the age of
22, Samuel moved to Kajiado in search of work. He began as
a livestock tender and manual laborer at Kenya Marble
Quarries. His intelligence and dedication caught the attention
of his employers, who trained him and offered him a perma-
nent position—a testament to his hard work and adaptability.

In 1977, Samuel married and became a devoted
father to seven children—four sons and three daughters.
Despite limited resources, he prioritized his family’s well-be-
ing and supported his children’s education, though most
were unable to complete secondary school due to financial
constraints. After his first wife passed away in 2012, Samuel
remarried in 2014, expanding his family by adopting three
sons from his second wife’s previous marriage.

In 2021, Samuel’s home in Mukuru kwa Njenga was
demolished without prior notice, leaving his family without
shelter. For three weeks, they endured harsh conditions,
sleeping outside and in temporary sheds provided by
well-wishers. Undeterred, about a year after the demolition,
Samuel used his resourcefulness to rebuild their home with
scrap materials gathered around Mukuru and its surround-
ings, gradually improving the structure to restore a sense of
dignity and security.

Today, Samuel works as a carpenter and mason,
trades he has honed over the years. He has passed on his
skills to his son, who now runs a thriving furniture-making
workshop beside his father’s house—a living legacy of
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Samuel’s dedication and craftsmanship.

Samuel Kimeu Nzulua’s life is a powerful story of
perseverance, adaptability, and unwavering commitment to
family and community. From his early struggles in Makueni
to his ongoing contributions in Mukuru kwa Njenga, he exem-
plifies resilience and the transformative power of rebuilding lives.

Naftali Amukowa Ouma

Naftali Amukowa Ouma, born in 1956 in Luanda, Western
Kenya, is from the Mnyore sub-tribe of the Luhya community.
He grew up as the third of 12 siblings in a large and close-
knit family. His father, born in the early 1940s, passed away
in 1989, and his mother followed in 1997. Over the years,
Naftali has experienced the loss of many siblings, with only
three of the original 12 surviving today.

Educated in Bunyore, Naftali completed both primary
and secondary school. His educational pursuits, though
modest, provided a foundation for his later endeavors. He has
been married three times. His first wife, Rebecca Ayuma,
hailing from Kisa in Luhya land, bore him four children. In
1988, he met his second wife, Naomi Mbula, from the Kamba
community, while working in Nairobi. Together, they had four
children. His third wife, Anne Akoth, a Luo from the Nyanza
region, came into his life during a visit to his rural home.
Anne had two children from a previous marriage. Currently,
her children Rebecca and Naomi reside in the rural home,
and Anne lives with Naftali in Nairobi.

Naftali has had a diverse career, working in various
companies, including Karazen Murij, Sanflag Textile, and
Cypher Project International. His most stable role was as a
storekeeper for Cypher Project International, but the compa-
ny’s receivership in the late 1990s left him jobless. Adapting
to these circumstances, Naftali turned to tailoring, utilizing
his late father’s sewing machine. This skill became the basis
for a small but steady business that sustains him today.

Life in Mukuru kwa Njenga has been challenging for
Naftali. After being evicted from his home in Milimani in
1992, he was relocated by Mr. Chandaria to Mukuru kwa
Njenga. He built a structure that initially housed eight rooms,
some of which were rented out to support his family. Howev-
er, multiple demolitions by the government and private
interests reclaiming land forced him to rebuild repeatedly
using recycled materials. Despite these setbacks, Naftali has
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displayed resilience, creating makeshift shelters to protect
his belongings and offer temporary stability.

Currently, Naftali lives alone in a rebuilt structure in
Mukuru kwa Njenga, while his wife and children reside in a
rented place in the quarry area for safety. His living condi-
tions remain modest, but his determination to improve and
stabilize his home reflects his unwavering hope for the future.
Naftali continues to work as a tailor and strives to create a
secure environment where his family can one day reunite.

Judith Adhiambo

Judith Adhiambo, born in 1972, is the fifth-born among nine
siblings from a family in Bondo, Western Kenya. She grew up
with two sisters and seven brothers in a tight-knit household.
Her father, who passed away in 2001, worked with Kenya
Railways until 1974 and later at Avon Tyres until his retire-
ment in 1992. Her mother, still alive, continues to anchor the
family. Among her siblings, the eldest was born in 1966, and
the youngest in 1988. Tragically, two of her siblings have
passed away. Most of her siblings remain in Bondo, except
for one sister who resides in Migori.

Judith attended primary school and reached Form Two
in high school in Bondo. However, her education was cut short
due to financial challenges following her father’s retirement.
Seeking skills to support herself, she enrolled in a six-month
salon training course, which later shaped her career.

In 1996, Judith married a Luo man from Sakwa, who
worked at a golf course in Kibera, Nairobi. Together, they have
nine children born between 1996 and 2010, including twins
born in 2008. Despite limited resources, Judith ensured her
children attended school, with some receiving support from NGOs.

Judith’s journey brought her to Nairobi in 2000, where
she initially took on demanding jobs in construction and
fetching water. In 2003, she leveraged her salon training to
establish her own business, offering hairdressing services
that eventually became her primary source of income.

Life took a challenging turn in 2016 when Judith’s
husband developed a mental iliness. By 2017, he was taken
back to Bondo for care, leaving Judith to manage the
household on her own. Her strength and resilience were
further tested in 2021 when her home in Nairobi was
demolished. Forced to live outside for a month, she and her
family relied on tents provided by the Red Cross for tempo-
rary shelter. With the help of her son Vincent, who also
possesses skills in wiring, she rebuilt their home using
salvaged materials.

Today, Judith continues to run her salon while
occasionally providing services in clients’ homes.

Samson Roy Musyoka

Samson Roy Musyoka, born on May 25, 2003, in Nairobi,
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carries a unique name that reflects his family’s heritage and
honor. Formerly known as Roy Musyoka, he changed his
name after his father left to honor his maternal grandfather,
demonstrating a deep respect for his lineage.

Samson’s family has roots in both urban and rural
Kenya. His mother hails from Kibwezi East, Ngwata, in the
Akamba community, while his father’s origins remain unclear,
rumored to be from Emali. His parents met in Mukuru in the
late 1990s, but their relationship ended in 2012, leaving
Samson and his siblings to navigate a challenging family
dynamic. The family consists of five members: his mother, an
elder sister, Samson, a younger sister, and the youngest
brother.

Educational opportunities have been scarce for
Samson’s family due to financial struggles. His eldest sister
completed Form Four but became pregnant and now lives
with their mother. His younger sister, currently in Form Four,
receives support from their aunt, while his youngest brother
is out of school entirely because of financial constraints.
Samson himself completed Form Four in 2022, earning a
C-minus, but he has yet to receive his certificate because of
unpaid school fees.

After school, Samson faced immense challenges,
including financial instability and the lack of a permanent
home. He lived independently but struggled to keep jobs and
pay rent. Eventually, he found refuge in a tent provided by an
elderly woman who once ran a local brew club. However, life
in the tent has been fraught with insecurity, theft, and
harassment, particularly from a violent neighbor.

To survive, Samson turned to selling and using
marijuana, a stark reflection of the difficulties young people
face in economically marginalized communities. Despite
these challenges, he dreams of a better future. Samson
aspires to acquire skills in electrical wiring or plumbing,
seeing these as opportunities to rebuild his life and achieve
stability. However, he first needs to clear his outstanding
school fees to obtain his certificate, which would open doors
to formal training and employment.

Samson’s relationship with his father is distant. His
father, now a pastor, has limited contact with him. Samson
hopes for a stable home—a plot of land he can call his
own—and appeals to the government to address the plight of
displaced families in Mukuru, either by returning their land or
providing adequate compensation.

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction
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Nairobi, a City of Men

Originally, the colonial city of Nairobi, created by the British
at the end of the 19th century, was not a place for African
families to live. It was a man’s town, inhabited mostly by
African men brought from the countryside for forced labor
and Indian men brought from India, which was already part
of the British Empire, to build the Kenya-Uganda Railway. The
women were mostly prostitutes (White, 1990). For Africans,
their homes in Nairobi were their rented ones, and their fami-
lies and their families’ homes should be at home.

After independence in 1963, people were no longer
restricted from moving between designated residential areas,
and Nairobi has seen an influx of people from the countryside
in search of work. Nairobi remained a male migrant town. Of
course, couples were born when people gathered, but those
who met in the city were often unidentified and did not seem
to be their true love. Men who had migrated often told me
that they would only marry a woman who was known in the
village through a matchmaker from their own clan (clan: a
group of relatives who share the same ancestors) or from
their mother’s clan.

Anthropologist Motoji Matsuda’s ethnography of the
Kangemi slum, in Nairobi, a migrant town in the 1980s,
features young people living in tenements. City life is expen-
sive. To reduce the cost of rent in the slum, those who go to
work during the day are said to find a cohabitant who works
as a night guard. By staggering the time they use their beds,
both parties kill two birds with one stone (Matsuda 1996).

The Way Girls / Women Go to Nairobi

Since the colonial period, there have been girls/women called
‘house girls’ or ‘house helps’who live in the house and are
entrusted with housework and babysitting, which still exists
as a female occupation even after independence. Becoming
a ‘house girl’ is an opportunity for women from poor families,
especially those with no skills or education, who have lost
their parents, to go to the cities to work. In order to support
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the livelihoods and school fees of several siblings, or if they
become single mothers, they go to cities such as Nairobi to
live with upper and middle-class African, white and Indian
families and live in their homes to do household chores
ranging from baby care to cleaning, washing and cooking,
working there for long periods until their children are grown.
Since around 2000, widows and others who do not conform
to the customs of a patrilineal village society have also joined
as ‘house girls’. For example, a generation of housewives
who have lived and worked in a household since the 1980s
are now in their 60s and approaching retirement age. Some
women have experienced life events such as marriage, child-
birth and divorce during their many years in Nairobi, while
others, such as single women who have missed their
marriage period, are in the slums because they have no-
where to return to. As a feature of customary norms in
patrilineal societies, women also acquire a place of residence
and the right to use land through marriage, so obtaining a
‘home’ to which they can return is a major issue for single
women, either because they are unmarried or divorced.
Furthermore, where will they die and be buried? This is a
major issue for older single women in Nairobi, whose
children from working families have grown up, have finished
their role as nannies and have been dismissed from work
because of their age.

Villages and Nairobi

| have conducted anthropological research since the late
1990s in villages in western Kenya where Luo people live. In
the villages, there are always people who migrated to Nairobi
when they were young. Once they found opportunities in their
own way, tried their best, and at some point gave up and
came back. Nairobi is where they go to work when they are
young, and when they get older, they return to the village, the
‘home’ where they were born and raised.

According to Parkin’s classic ethnography of Nairobi,
in the 1970s, Luo men tended to leave their first wife at home
(dala or pacho in Luo language) to cultivate and protect the
land and bring their second and subsequent wives to their
migrant destination (Parkin 1978). This is a form of polygyny
that can be described as a form of ‘dispersed polygyny’ with
a split household. This seems to have been in contrast to the
Kamba people and others who were in Nairobi on their own,
but in general, it may be said that the distance between
Nairobi and the place of residence also determines how
families split up and live together as a result of migration.

When villagers leave Nairobi for the first time, they
are always visited either by their own clanmates or through
an acquaintance from their mother’s clanmates. When they
have business in Nairobi, they also rely on their relatives to
stay with them. African society is based on ancestral clans,
so if people are from the same ethnic group, the name of the
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clan will come to mind just by hearing the name of the area.
Even in cities, there are hometown organizations and
networks based on such clans and communities, and
arrangements for transporting the body of a deceased person
in Nairobi to his or her hometown are made by such funeral
rites. For people living in Nairobi, it is very important to join a
funeral parish so that they can be buried in their hometowns.

People Featured in the Exhibition

The four individuals and families featured in the exhibition,
who have returned after forced evictions, are diverse in terms
of their ethnic origins and the life events and careers they
have experienced. In addition, the four individuals generally
reveal somewhat special circumstances and characteristics
from the perspective of ordinary people who live mainly in the
connection between their villages of origin and the city of
Nairobi.

For example, in the case of Samuel Kimeu Nzulua, his
background as an orphan indicates that he has little clan
connection through his parents. He is also impressive for his
own reading of the times, his strong belief in the importance
of education, the way he has created his own family and his
attempts to add education to it, including his new wife’s
stepchildren.

Naftali, a Luhya man, may be the so-called typical
polygynist who, as mentioned above, spans Nairobi and his
hometown, dispersing and having his wives live with him.
However, his experience in Nairobi, where he found work and
then lost it for company reasons, is thought to have given
him the strength to be flexible and return to work again,
sometimes as a tailor. Another common observation in the
slums is the presence of churches. The church plays a very
important role in the daily lives of the people, where they
share their problems and sorrows with those who gather
there and are encouraged through music and dance, includ-
ing hymns. This is reflected in the fact that Naftali himself
was the first to rebuild not only his house but also his church
after the forced evictions.

In the case of Judith Adhiambo, her husband became
psychotic and had to return to the countryside, but she tried
to maintain her independence by working with her son, now
a young man, in her familiar Nairobi neighborhood. For the
children’s school fees, she has successfully managed to
obtain NGO support for school fees. She does not rely on a
kinship network, perhaps because she has chosen to cling to
Nairobi. Her son has also lost contact with his alumni ever
since his smartphone was stolen after he graduated from
secondary school and lives on the basis of his network of
young people in the slum areas.

Samson, the youngest of the characters in this
exhibition, born in Nairobi, was born to parents who met in
the Mukuru slum but separated when he was in primary
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Naftali and the interior of the church he built.

school. He was therefore cut off from his father’s links in the
patrilineal society and survived under his mother, who
became a single mother. However, now that he is a teenager,
he has no choice but to create his own ‘home’ to which he
can return. He cannot rely on his mother anymore. There are
many other boys in the slums who are in the same situation,
living with their friends by picking up scrap iron for their
daily meals. How will these boys without a ‘home’ survive in
the future? He may be the epitome of the next generation of
urban society, unconnected to the kinship networks of his
hometown, created by Mukuru and other urban slums in
Nairobi.

Cities, a space that differs from village society, often
do not/are not able to follow the cultural rules of each ethnic
group as such, such as gender space, parent-child relation-
ships, and distance. However, for survival, they have to adapt
to the environment they are in ‘now’. Although they rely on
their relatives when they come out to Nairobi, depending on
the experiences that await them afterward, they may have to
focus on the friendships they have established themselves to
survive. In the village, there are high expectations of being a
‘Nairobi-bound’ person, and if they fail to meet these
expectations, they may find it difficult to return home. In
village society, life is based on kinship, whereas in Nairobi,
survival comes first, and it might be said that people can
choose for themselves a safety net that is more adaptable
than the customary world. However, the disconnect with the
local ‘home’ also means that there is no place to die. This is
the major challenge for lower Nairobians in the future.

-Matsuda, Motoji 1996 ‘Toshi wo kainarasu’ (Taming the city: urban anthropology in Africa 23 &R ), Chikuma Shobou publisher (#2FH 3% =

1996 M#PHEAVESTIREEZE),

«Parkin, David 1978 The Cultural Definition of Political Response: lineal destiny among the Luo of Kenya, Academic Press. London and New York.

-Shiino, Wakana 2018 The Daily Life of a “House Girl” in a Nairobian “Family”, in Wakana SHIINO, Soichiro SHIRAISHI, and Christine M.
Mpyangu eds. Diversification and Reorganization of ‘Family’ in Uganda and Kenya : Across-Cultural Analysis, Research Institute for
Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies,pp.51-58.

-White, Luise 1990 The Comforts of Home: Prostitution in Colonial Nairobi, The University of Chicago Press.
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The informal settlements of Nairobi have long been sites of
tension between urban development policies and the lived
realities of low-income residents. In recent decades, demoli-
tions have become a recurring feature in the city’s efforts to
reclaim land for infrastructure projects, private development,
or urban renewal. The Kenyan government has initiated slum
upgrading projects to improve living conditions in these
settlements. For instance, the Mukuru Social Housing Project,
approved in 2020, aims to construct 13,000 housing units at
a cost of Kenya Shilling 15 billion currency. This project is
part of the government’s affordable housing program. To allow
for space for such projects, demolitions are often carried out
without sufficient notice or resettlement plans. These demoli-
tions disproportionately impact the most vulnerable, leaving
thousands homeless overnight. Mukuru kwa Njenga, one of
Nairobi’s largest informal settlements, epitomizes this
struggle. Despite government declarations of redevelopment
initiatives aimed at upgrading slum areas, demolitions in
Mukuru are frequently marred by allegations of inadequate
compensation, haphazard planning, and political manipulation.

The informal settlement of Mukuru kwa Njenga in
Nairobi embodies the intersection of urbanization, politics,
and resilience. It serves as a battleground where state-led
demolitions, land reclamation policies, and economic margin-
alization collide with the determination of residents striving
to reconstruct their lives. Against this backdrop, the resil-
ience of Mukuru kwa Njenga’s residents stands out. Their
efforts to rebuild homes, restore livelihoods, and demand
justice illustrate not only their resourcefulness but also their
resistance to systemic marginalization. This essay explores
the experiences of four individuals and families—Samuel
Nzulua and Emma Nduko, Naftali Ouma, Judith Adhiambo,
and Samson Musyoka—whose lives reveal the resilience
required to survive and thrive in a highly politicized urban
environment.

The Struggles of Displacement and Rebuilding

Forced evictions in Mukuru kwa Njenga have repeatedly
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In the ruins of demolitions: Women making charcoal for sale from the
ravages in Mukuru.

disrupted the lives of its residents, uprooting families with
little notice and minimal support. The demolitions are not just
acts of reclaiming land; they reflect broader struggles over
urban spaces, where informal settlements are deemed
incompatible with the visions of city planners or developers.
The pursuit of development, therefore, becomes a justifica-
tion for abrupt demolitions without notice, whose effect is
uprooting the livelihoods of dwellers without providing an
alternative. For Samuel Kimeu Nzulua, the sudden demolition
of his home in 2021 was a profound blow. He vividly recalls
the events of that day and every time he narrates what
happened, his emotions ran deep. His sentiments suggest
that he fully understands the complexity of the issues at the
informal settlements, the central of which is land ownership.
On this, Samuel’s tone is somewhat sympathetic to the
state’s actions, at times showing a willingness to vacate the
contested land if he was compensated. Staying through the
demolition signals a hope that these dwellers exhibit in
various times of demolitions, that one day, a good govern-
ment will compensate them. It is in this regard that a
continual return, without assurance of safety from the state,
is gradual after every act of demolition.

Naftali Ouma’s journey highlights the cyclical nature
of displacement in Mukuru. Having faced multiple demoli-
tions since his initial relocation in the 1990s, he has continu-
ally rebuilt his home, creating makeshift shelters to protect
his belongings and family. Returning to rebuild affirms
attachment to contested land and a sense of family. However,
these are temporal in nature, since the narratives of the
dwellers suggest that beyond attachment to land, developed
historically, they are often willing to move to new places if
compensated. Naftali has faced several demolitions, after
which he continually commits to returning to start afresh.
After his house was brought down in 2021, he waited for a
while, and once things seemed settled, he started the plan to
put up his two-story house again with the aim of resettling
his family. Similarly, Samuel gathered materials from around
the demolition site that he thought symbolized his attach-
ment to Mukuru, using them to rebuild his home afresh. Not
only did he salvage materials from the neighborhood, but he
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also used materials that signified some level of stability, that
is, the bricks to rebuild his house. These actions are em-
blematic of the enduring hope that drives many residents to
reconstruct their lives even after repeated setbacks. The
ability to rebuild using salvaged materials illustrates their
tenacity and resourcefulness.

Family as a Pillar of Strength

In Mukuru kwa Njenga, the family unit serves as a critical
source of resilience. It is primarily the attachment to the
family that residents feel the need to return, at times endur-
ing the fiercest risks from those in support of demolitions.
Networks built through family ties are critical support to
survive the politicized spaces while also crafting new modes
of survival. Samuel and Emma’s partnership exemplifies the
importance of familial bonds in navigating adversity. Togeth-
er, they have not only rebuilt their home but also nurtured
their children’s growth despite limited resources. Emma’s
entrepreneurial spirit, evident in her ability to sustain her
business during the pandemic and eviction, highlights the
role of women in fostering stability in informal settlements.
Emma adapted by finding alternative ways to sustain her
small business amidst the chaos, underscoring their shared
resilience.

Judith Adhiambo’s experience as a single mother
managing a household after her husband’s illness demon-
strates the strength and determination required to persevere.
Her efforts to rebuild her home with the help of her son
Vincent show the intergenerational solidarity that defines
many families in Mukuru. Despite living under challenging
conditions, Judith remains focused on her children’s educa-
tion and future, embodying the hope that sustains the
community.

Youth and the Quest for Stability

For younger residents like Samson Roy Musyoka, the chal-
lenges of navigating politicized urban spaces are magnified
by the scarcity of educational and economic opportunities,
intensifying the struggles faced by the youth. Samson’s story
exemplifies the precariousness of life in Mukuru kwa Njenga,
where forced displacement amplifies the difficulties of
marginalized communities. Living in the instability of a make-
shift tent, Samson confronts the daily temptation of harmful
coping mechanisms that many in his circumstances succumb to.
Yet, amid these hardships, Samson remains steadfast
in his aspirations. He dreams of acquiring skills in electrical
wiring or plumbing, envisioning a future where he can secure
a livelihood and contribute meaningfully to society. His
ambitions speak to the resilience and determination of young
people in Mukuru who, despite systemic barriers and an
uncertain environment, refuse to abandon their hopes for a
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better life. Samson’s journey underscores both the immense
challenges and the unwavering spirit that characterizes the
youth in Nairobi’s informal settlements.

Politicized Spaces and Collective Action

While individual and family-driven survival strategies are
crucial, the residents of Mukuru kwa Njenga also come
together to collectively build a stronger community and
devise ways to navigate the persistent risks and uncertain-
ties of their environment. Mukuru kwa Njenga stands as a
testament not only to personal resilience but also to the pow-
er of collective action and solidarity in the face of adversity.
The frequent demolitions, often executed by state agencies
without adequate resettlement plans or safeguards, have
galvanized community efforts to demand land rights, fair
compensation, and greater accountability. These actions
highlight the interplay between grassroots advocacy and
systemic challenges. Residents like Naftali and Judith
underscore the urgent need for government intervention to
provide stability, justice, and sustainable solutions. Their
voices reveal how individual struggles are deeply intertwined
with broader political and social dynamics, reflecting a
shared determination to transform their precarious existence
into a foundation for equitable urban development. A protest
message on the walls of a temporary community toilet reads
“victims of madness,” perhaps expressing the feelings of the
residents about their current predicaments.

Conclusion

The lives of Mukuru kwa Njenga’s residents reveal the
resilience required to survive in politicized urban spaces.
Whether through rebuilding homes with salvaged materials,
sustaining businesses despite displacement, or nurturing
dreams of a better future, these individuals exemplify the
strength of the human spirit. Their stories challenge the
narrative of informal settlements as spaces of despair,
instead portraying them as hubs of ingenuity, solidarity, and
hope. In their quest to reclaim their lives after evictions, the
residents of Mukuru kwa Njenga not only rebuild their homes
but also reaffirm their right to the city.
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Foundation for equitable urban development. A protest
message on the walls of a temporary community toilet
reads “victims of madness,” perhaps expressing the
feelings of the residents about their current predicaments.
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Materiality of Lives

-86 Materials, 27 Elements and 4 Lives
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HAEIRE Saorilmoto

My Encounter with the Village of Milimani

| have been visiting Milimani since 2015. At first, | built
classrooms for a non-formal school (a school that is not
recognized by the Ministry of Education) that was being
relocated from another area. After 2015, | continued to come
to Milimani about twice a year to build more classrooms,
maintain the existing ones, and conduct research. Milimani is
an especially old area of Mukuru kwa Njenga, and the
process of overcrowding has continued without any kind of
“top-down planning” for the layout of housing and roads.
Houses and shops have been built in a spontaneous and ad
hoc manner, and the group of local elders known as the
village elders are the ones who approve them. The roads
were formed by checking the boundaries of the plots and
confirming that the minimum (2 feet) alleyway would secure
the flow of traffic within the area. Also, because rebuilding
and extensions were carried out frequently, the position of
the alleyways changed each time we visited, and there were
places where we had to walk along a 50cm-wide place that
was like a drainage ditch and alleyway filled with rubbish,
relying on stepping stones.

This place became a vacant lot in November 2021
due to illegal forced removal. In just two days, most of the
houses in Milimani, along with several adjacent areas, were
lost due to the bulldozers and people who suddenly
appeared. The classrooms of the school we built were also
demolished. We don’t know how the school officials
negotiated with the people carrying out the forced removal,
but they were able to get the removal postponed until the
next morning, and in the meantime, they removed the
furniture and building materials themselves and rescued
some of them. After storing the building materials in a rural
warehouse for a few months, they were able to rebuild the
classrooms and their homes again about three months later.

A Visit to the Area after the Forced Removal

| was actually able to visit the area in 2023 after the corona-
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Conducting measurement of the houses
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A house built from materials that each have a history

virus pandemic and the travel restrictions from my workplace
were lifted. | visited the area with three people from my lab
at the time, Harumichi Oka and Motoki Kato, who were also
members of the production team for this exhibition, and
Kyota Tsuchikawa, who was a graduate student at the time,
and we tried to understand what was happening there. Two
years had passed since the forced eviction, but most of the
households had not returned, and the previous overcrowded
and chaotic environment had been completely lost, leaving a
lonely situation. When we asked them why they had not
returned, it seemed that at the root of the matter was a fear
that they might be forced to leave again. On the other hand,
we found that the households that had already rebuilt their
homes were particularly keen to return.’Why are they
continuing to live in this area?’ We visited each of these
homes and asked the residents about the circumstances of
the forced eviction and the reasons for their return.

Materials

Before the forced evictions, most of the houses in Milimani
village were “rental houses” run by absentee landlords.
Rental houses consisted of 5 to 12 rooms, each 10 feet by 10
feet (about 3 by 3 meters), arranged in one or two rows, with
shared latrines and shower spaces (without water supply).

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction
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This is a standard type of housing often seen in slums, and it
extends endlessly throughout the community. This is a bit of
a tangent, but because the rooms are the same size, it is said
to be convenient to be able to move in and arrange the same
furniture in the same way. It is also said to be easy to
compare rent.

However, when we looked at the houses that had
been rebuilt after the forced evictions, we found that the
proportion of rental housing was low, and what caught the
eye were the residents’ own houses. Some of these houses
were particularly unique. When we spoke to the house
owners, it seemed that they had lived in the area for decades
and that they had built their own houses because they had a
strong attachment to the land and had no other options, and
that this was serving as social capital to revitalize the depop-
ulated area. “Rebuilding Home and Dignity” by Noguchi,
Shiino, and others particularly includes these residents’
narratives.

From an architectural and housing perspective, we
also noticed a strong relationship between the fact that they
are building their own houses and the strong character and
charm of their houses.

The houses built by the residents follow a process of
gradual growth over time. First, immediately after the forced
eviction, they start by covering their bare essentials with
polyester sheets and tin (“cover”), and then gradually the
framework of the house is built up with pillars and beams
(“support” and “bridge”), and bedrooms are created to
create boundaries for private space. After that, semi-outdoor
shaded spaces are added for entertaining guests and
relaxing, and indoor furniture is installed to make life more
comfortable (“box”). In addition, houses are decorated with
signs and graffiti for their business and for expressing
themselves (“memo”).

Not a single material used to construct the houses
was new. The houses were reconstructed by collecting
materials one by one, including items that had been used in
the house before it was demolished, items purchased from
second-hand stores, items that had been discarded, and
items that had been lying around, and then piecing them
together. The conversion of materials was carried out in a
variety of ways, such as using oil drums for the steel doors,
vehicle bodies for the roofs, and telephone poles for the
pillars, and the houses changed shape and the materials
were repeatedly converted as we visited them in August
2023, March 2024, and August 2024.

Exhibition Composition

The history and origin of each material are accumulated at
the site, and the current state is also transitional and will

change again. We decided to incorporate the exhibition into
one of these cycles. We selected 27 elements such as walls
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and roofs from the four houses and removed the 86 materials
that make up these elements from the houses together with
the consent of the respective owners, transported them to
Japan in containers, and reconstituted them at the gallery.
The aim is to reconstitute the materials as they are, or by
connecting them again to form elements, as a medium for
conveying fragments of the houses and the lives that took
place within them. After the exhibition, the materials will be
scattered to their respective owners and are expected to be
converted to new roles.

In terms of the exhibition layout, the elements and
materials were divided into the following five categories
based on their reconstruction process, and each category
was displayed together.

Cover Roof, walls - protect from sun, wind and rain
Support  Pillars, beams, chairs - support the house and people
Bridge  Stairs, doors - boundary between spaces

Box Storage, containers - store things

Memo  Graffiti, memos, signs - write things down
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EHICLIZAMTOREDRTvF  Sketch of a house and elements by the author
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2¥ 45 Yasushi Noguchi

Introduction

The upcoming exhibition, “Tales after Forced Eviction: Home,
Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction,” features two works
that share subjects and materials: “Materiality of Lives”
(Imoto et al.) and “Rebuilding Home and Dignity” (Noguchi
and Shiino et al.). By placing these two works in the same
exhibition space, the intention is to generate synergy and
present multifaceted perspectives. This article aims to clarify
the background leading to the creation of “Rebuilding Home
and Dignity” and the intentions behind the project.

The Compact Life Project

To explain why “Rebuilding Home and Dignity” was created,
it is first necessary to discuss the “Compact Life Project.”
The project began with a spatiotemporal mapping software
called c-loc (“clock”)*"*® " that | was developing at the time
(Fig. 1, Noguchi, 2017). Initially, | was focused on collecting
historical photographs of old Nairobi and mapping them onto
a spatiotemporal map. However, after visiting Kibera, Nairo-
bi’s largest slum, in 2015, our interest gradually shifted to
the living environments of Nairobi’s slum residents.

In these regions, it is not uncommon for families of
five or more to live in small spaces of approximately 3%3
meters. Yet, | was deeply impressed by the ingenuity of
dividing these limited spaces functionally and decorating
them to create a “comfortable” living environment.

At the time, in Japan, the enthusiasm for “sustainable
living” that had grown following the Great East Japan
Earthquake and its associated energy issues seemed to be
rapidly fading. This made me question the fundamental “cult
of the large” (Schumacher, 1986) underpinning modern civili-
zation. | began asking, “What constitutes the minimum living
space necessary for humans to live with dignity?” and named
a series of related activities the “Compact Life Project” (Fig.
2). Focusing on several slum areas in Nairobi—such as
Kibera, Kangemi, and Mukuru—Shiino primarily conducted
interview research with local residents, while Noguchi
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Interface of the c-loc software
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Compact life project

Fig.3 +72UHNBHTERLIZ2BEETOEE
A two-story home built by Naftali
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Matterport virtual tour interface screen

documented the living environment by filming interview
footage and capturing 360-degree panoramic photographs.
Additionally, similar research was conducted on tiny houses
in Japan and collective housing in Sweden as comparative
examples.

The Rebuilding Home and Dignity Project

Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, field research
in Kenya was suspended from January 2020 to May 2023, as
travel to Kenya was not possible. During that time, severe
human rights violations occurred in Mukuru kwa Njenga, a
slum in Nairobi. In November 2021, large-scale forced
evictions were carried out, leaving many residents homeless.
The evictions were executed with insufficient prior notice and
often accompanied by violence and intimidation (The Ele-
phant, 2022). Moreover, the lack of post-eviction support for
residents has been widely criticized. According to a report by
the Muungano Alliance (2021), evicted residents were not
provided with suitable alternative land or shelters. Many
families were forced into homelessness and unstable living
conditions, resulting in health issues, disruptions to educa-
tion, and a vicious cycle of deepening poverty.

Tales after Forced Eviction: Home, Resilience, Return, and Reconstruction
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However, among the residents, there are those who,
despite such adversity, chose not to leave the familiar
surroundings of Mukuru and began rebuilding their homes
and workplaces in the same location. Their indomitable spirit
to rebuild despite the risk of further forced evictions and
against human rights violations by powerful authorities
deserves respect. To this end, the “Rebuilding Home and Dig-
nity” project was launched to visualize their resilience and
creativity while also shedding light on the current issues of
poverty and human rights violations in Kenya’s slum areas.
The methodology involved building upon the approach of the
Compact Life Project, conducting interviews with residents
who had rebuilt their homes and capturing their living spaces
using 360-degree cameras.

The home of Samuel Kimeu Nzulua and Emma Nduko,
who were part of the study, resembles a fortress. The house,
located within a walled compound, contains seven rooms,
four of which are rented out. When we visited in March 2024,
two of the rental rooms were still in the foundation stage.
However, by August, they had fully taken shape, growing like
a living organism undergoing cell division.

The most striking house was a two-story structure
built by Naftali Amukowa Ouma (Fig. 3). At first glance, it
appeared unstable, but it was unexpectedly sturdy. Naftali,
who had no formal carpentry experience, used techniques
naturally acquired in daily life to construct this large house,
which left a deep impression. The reason for building a
two-story house was particularly intriguing. Before the forced
evictions, there had been a community in the surrounding
area, but few residents had returned. As of March 2024,
scattered houses dotted the grassland. Naftali explained that
he built the two-story house as a visible landmark to encour-
age former residents to return. The house was not merely a
dwelling but served as a beacon for the returning community,
which was deeply moving.

In contrast to the homes of Samuel and Naftali,
Samson Roy Musyoka lived in a 2-meter square tent, sharing
it with seven or eight friends in highly crowded conditions. At
the same time, he was building a house on nearby land. It
remains unclear how he secured the funds for construction,
but it is evident that strong mutual and communal support
surrounds him.

Visiting these homes of returning residents offered a
glimpse into the process of regenerating human living spaces
that had once been destroyed, evoking a certain sense of
excitement.
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The Elephant. (2022, March 12). Under Fire: Forced Evictions and
Arson Displace Nairobi’s Poor. Retrieved from [https://www.
theelephant.info/analysis/2022/03/12/under-fire-forced-evictions-
and-arson-displace-nairobis-poor/]

-Muungano Alliance. (2021). Mukuru Evictions Fact Sheet.

+Schumacher, E. F. (1986). Small is Beautiful: A Study of Economics
as if People Mattered (K. Kojima & T. Sakai, Trans.). Kodansha.

The panoramic photos of these homes, taken using a
360-degree camera, were displayed through a virtual tour
system called Matterport, with embedded interview footage
creating an archive (Fig. 4). Additionally, the project includes
photos of building materials and everyday items handed
down from the residents by Imoto, functioning as a catalog of
the components of their living spaces.

Conclusion

This exhibition represents an attempt to reinterpret social
issues through the lens of art. By documenting and present-
ing the voices and living spaces of residents within the
frameworks of art and academia, the exhibition aims to offer
new perspectives on global challenges such as urbanization,
poverty, and housing. By standing in the shoes of the
residents, visitors can deepen their empathy and understand-
ing, fostering awareness of sustainable societies and respect
for human rights. It is our hope that the questions raised
through this process of creation will inspire action and
discussion among a broader audience.

* Note 1...c-loc is a software that displays spatiotemporal maps in
three-dimensional space, with time represented on the vertical axis
and space on the horizontal axis. The author initiated this research
in the summer of 2009 after discussions with social anthropologist,
Shiino, about the potential of using c-loc to create historical photo
maps of Kenya.
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“People and Homes: Rebuilding after Forced Eviction”

March 8, 2025 (Sat), 15:00-17:00 Number of participants: 25
Guest: Yoshinari Nishio (Artist)

To understand the situation of slum areas in contemporary
African society, social anthropologist Wakana Shiino ex-
plained the historical background of the colonial city of
Nairobi and the relationship between the emerging middle
class and slum people in the Kenyan state. In addition, artist
Yasushi Noguchi and architectural scholar Saori Imoto spoke
about the process that led to the exhibition from their
respective fields and described the forced removals that took
place in the Mukuru slum and the mindset and practice of
rebuilding dwellings as resistance by the people through the
collaboration of experts from four fields, including Kenyan
political scientist Kithinji Kinyua. Through interviews, obser-
vations and negotiations with the people in the field, the
exhibition attempted to create a form that would allow
visitors to experience and think about the events through
text, video, 3D virtual tours and showing local objects.

A guest Artist, Yoshinari Nishio, appreciated the
actual exhibited objects that were bartered with local people,
which triggered more interest in Japanese people. The
question of whether this exhibition was art research-based
art or research was also expanded to the question of what
art and installation are, and the issue of the “smell” of the
exhibited objects was raised if possible.
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“Homes and Urban Policy:
Social Challenges Reflected in Informal Settlements”

March 22, 2025 (Sat), 15:00—17:00 Number of participants: 58
Guests: Haruka Ono (Urban Engineering) ,Daisuke Mizoguchi (Cultural Anthropology)

The second session of the exhibition critically examined how
informal settlements expose the structural contradictions and
social inequalities embedded in urban policy. The discussion
underscored how forced evictions and the subsequent
rebuilding of homes by residents highlight enduring issues
around land use, redevelopment, and the marginalization of
residents’ rights. Speakers emphasized that the state often
views informal settlements through the lens of illegality or
nuisance, failing to recognize them as vibrant, lived spaces
created through residents’ agency. Drawing from long-term
ethnographic engagement and on-the-ground experiences,
they noted that the resilience of communities—evident in the
determination of residents like Samuel, Judith, Naftali, and
Samson to reconstruct their homes—exposes the limits of
top-down urban redevelopment strategies. These personal
stories were presented not only as examples of hardship but
also as acts of everyday resistance and civic engagement.
The session also explored how these urban contradictions
resonate globally. Speakers encouraged the audience to view
informal rebuilding not as disorder, but as a form of alterna-
tive urbanism that challenges conventional planning para-
digms. Overall, the session called for a more inclusive and
humane approach to urban policy—one that centers the
experiences, agency, and rights of marginalized residents in
shaping the cities they inhabit.
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[Exhibition]

March 2, 2025 (Sun) — March 23, 2025 (Sun), 12:00-18:00
Gallery 6B01, Basement1, Building 6, Tokyo Polytechnic University, Nakano Campus
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“People and Homes: Rebuilding after Forced Eviction”March 8, 2025 (Sat), 15:00—-17:00
Guests: Ran Muratsu (Cultural Anthropology/visual anthropology), Yoshinari Nishio (Artist)

“Homes and Urban Policy: Social Challenges Reflected in Informal Settlements”
March 22, 2025 (Sat), 15:00-17:00
Guests: Haruka Ono (Urban Engineering), Daisuke Mizoguchi (Cultural Anthropology)
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A view of Milimani. Samson's house is visible in the foreground on the right, with Naftali's two-story house seen in the distance.

https://r-dimension.xsrv.jp/resilient-life
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