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An online talk series organized by Toshiro Sato and Mayu
Kamon of Smart Supply Vision. Held monthly since April
2020, marking its 71st session in February 2026.

The series explores "preparedness" through
diverse perspectives, including guest talks from disaster
educators across Japan, youth cross-talks, and school
safety updates. Popular features include live broadcasts
from sites like Okawa Elementary and Minamisanriku.
Participants can join an exclusive Facebook group to
continue discussions and deepen connections after each
session.
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51 Minutes and 13 Years
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This art project centers on the fatal tragedy at Okawa
Elementary School caused by the 2011 tsunami. It
interrogates what is believed to have occurred during the
critical 51 minutes between the earthquake and the
tsunami’ s arrival, while questioning why the authorities
were unable to offer empathy to the bereaved families in
the aftermath.

Through a juxtaposition of fictional re-
enactments, documentary footage, and photographs that
capture the traces of lives once lived, this installation
offers a multifaceted inquiry into the complex issues
inherent in the tragedy at Okawa Elementary School.
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Opening Talk 1 | Beyond 15 Years: Polyphony and
Ownership in Telling the Story of Okawa Elementary

3/14 (1) 15:30~17:30
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Mar 14 (Sat) 15:30~17:30
Toshiro Sato, Miho Ishii, Tomoko Niwa, Yasushi Noguchi

201 TAE D KN EEPE F L BAE O 5L D /NFERE 7 — v
o BT H RIGENZTH ZRZNOEELHATER
BEOVICRESHIET 25D HVET,

RARPITE BFEHELL T K T2 RIEK D 33
R EDOEBHILSAL, F— VEHGEEOTH TH BN
AR OO ERSAD, IFEL14EE VIR H 25Tl
ELRESR

INFTOHRABERYIEY, ZLTII0LLEDRKELESD
i< Dh e ZHEMNATFEY ] OGN % HSALILICHED /2
WEEWVET,

Though the contexts differ—the 2011 Okawa Elementary
tsunami and the 2012 Kyoto school pool accident—the
journeys of the bereaved families share a profound
resonance.

This event brings together Toshiro Sato (Co-
representative of the Okawa Densho-no-Kai), who continues to
speak as an affected party, and Miho Ishii (Anthropologist),
an advocate for the Kyoto bereaved families. Reflecting on
14 and 15 years of endurance, they will discuss how we
navigate the past to envision the future.

Together, we will explore the polyphony of
narratives and the possibilities of "speakability" in the face
of tragedy.

F—=F=2 T =22
REEIZB T BRI D KAk
TNy 7 AN —Ipb BB [EKLp A
WRETHMIEE DB & T IS S &5

Opening Talk 2 | Beyond 15 Years: Polyphony and
Ownership in Telling the Story of Okawa Elementary

3/15(H) 15:30~17:30
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March 15 (Sun) 15:30~17:30
Takuya Tokuhara, Masaki Komori, Yasushi Noguchi
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Who narrates history? When a university exhibition
tackles "unspeakable" topics, to whom is it open, and what
is shared?

Focusing on the production process of the "Art
Exhibitions into Non-Art Schools" series—initiated by
Masaki Komori and continued by Yasushi Noguchi—
historian and educator Takuya Tokuhara will offer insights
from the perspective of Public History. Together, we will
discuss the potential for publicness within educational
institutions, exploring how exhibitions foster dialogue,
education, and community engagement.
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Workshop 1 | (Participants of “Speaking the Unspeakable”
in Dialogue through Articulation)
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March 20 (Fri., public holiday) 15:30~17:30
Facilitators: Masaki Komori, Yasushi Noguchi, and others
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This workshop forms part of Masaki Komori’ s exhibited
work, (Where Words Stumble: Participants of “Speaking
the Unspeakable” in Dialogue through Articulation),
created for this exhibition. Pick up “words” from the
books and use them as a starting point to talk with the
people around you—please feel free to join
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Gallery Tour

3/21(+) 13:45~14:45
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March 21 (Sat) 13:45~14:45
Facilitators: Art & Media Lab Students
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Students from the Art & Media Lab, who also serve as the
exhibition's creators, will lead a tour explaining the
project's overall concept and the intent behind individual
works from their personal perspectives. Please feel free to
join this one-hour program to discover the stories and
creative processes behind the exhibition through the
unique insights of these young artists.
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Closing Talk

3/22(H) 15:00~16:30
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March 22 (Sun) 15:00~16:30

Masataka Kuwahara, Art & Media Lab Students, Tomoko Niwa,
Hideto Miyuki, Yasushi Noguchi
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In this final event, students who did not personally
experience the 2011 disaster reflect on their journey of
facing the Okawa Elementary tragedy. Through a dialogue
based on their fieldwork and creative process, they will
share their experiences in their own words and invite the
audience to join the conversation.
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Title: Speaking the Unspeakable: 15 Years of Dialogue on Okawa Elementary School
(Installing Art Exhibitions into Non-Art Schools vol.4)

Dates: March 10 (Tue) — March 22 (Sun), 2026 Hours: 11:00~18:00 *Open until 19:00 on weekends and holidays.
Closed: Monday, March 16
Venue: Tokyo Polytechnic University Nakano Campus, Building 6 (BIF, IF, 2F)

Organized by: Art & Media Lab (Noguchi Seminar), Department of Interactive Media, Tokyo Polytechnic University
Co-hosted by: Transformative Research Area (A) Face-Body Design (CO1) The body in death / The body in non-existence
Supported by: Tokyo Polytechnic University
Directed by: Yasushi Noguchi
Directional Cooperation: Tomoko Niwa, Maki Komori, Hideto Sangyo
In Cooperation with: Official Design Art Inc., Okawa Densho-no-kai, Kirokubito LLC, Smart Supply Vision,

center for remembering 3.11 (sendai mediatheque), Hideaki Tadano, Tanaka Miwako,

Department of Interactive Media, Tokyo Polytechnic University
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